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You will be able 

You will be able to

• interpret the show schedule.

• select a bloom, leaf or branch

• select an ideal container

• cut, wedge and stage an entry

• complete the show entry form

After this session . . .
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Fall Horticulture 
Show

Botanica Fantasia

Pages 14-17, 57-60
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Getting Ready for the Show

One to two days before
With schedule in-hand walk through your garden.
Decide on 2-3 possible entries.

Day before – late afternoon
Snip 2-3 blooms or branches, put in water
Complete entry card
Select container and practice wedging

Day of show – early morning
Add water to container
Prepare entry, trim and wedge

Day of show - mid morning
Bring card and entry to meeting by 9:30
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Page 15

Page 14
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Entry Cards

Pages 57-60

Slit

Perforation
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Entry Cards

Front Back

Folded
Front

Folded
Back
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Entry Cards

OR
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How do I correctly name an entry? (page 15)
Top line:   Genus and species

Zinnia elegans ‘Oriole’
Second line – Common name                                                                 

Zinnia  ‘Oriole’

Top line:  Genus and species
Echinacea purpura

Second line - Common name
purple coneflower
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How can I find the correct name of an entry?

1. Refer to plant tag or seed packet.

2. Refer to the NGC Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging book.

3. Go to the Missouri Botanical Garden Plantfinder:  
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx

4.        Use other web-based resources.
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx
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Horticulture Resource
• General Conditioning
• Grooming
• Entry cards
• Correct nomenclature
• Scientific name
• Common name

• 181 plants – Aster to Zinnia
• Common and scientific name
• Characteristics
• Species or common cultivars
• Condition and grooming
• Requirements for exhibiting
• Judging considerations

National Garden Club Bookstore 

11

Horticulture Resource
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Complete the 
Entry Card
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Blooms

Too Old Too Young Just Right!
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Leaves
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Containers
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Size

Blooms Branches

< 18” < 30”
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Proportion

Ratio of container 
height to bloom length

Bloom should be 1.5 to 2 
times the height of the 
container

19

Wedging
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Wedging Material

X
X
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Is wedging necessary 
for every bloom?

No, if the bloom looks “just
right” in the container and
stays the way you want it to 
look, don’t wedge.
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Parsley
Lemon Verbena
English Thyme
Varigated Oregano
French Tarragon
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Key Card

A. Petroselinum crispum Parsley
B. Aloysia citrodora Lemon Verbena
C. Thymus vulgaris English Thyme
D. Artemisia dracunculus French Tarragon
E. Origanum vulgare Varigated Oregano

Petroselinum

A

B

C

D

D
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Getting to the Show

Containers need to be 
secure enough to survive 
transport to the show.

Use recycled boxes, bubble 
wrap,  and newspaper to
make sturdy transport 
containers
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroselinum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petroselinum
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Questions?

Thank You!
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